Resources needed to culture Chlamydia trachomatis in laboratories of clinics for sexually transmitted diseases.
Genital infections with Chlamydia trachomatis may be more prevalent than infection with Neisseria gonorrhoeae and may have serious sequelae such as epididymitis and pelvic inflammatory disease in adults and conjunctivitis and pneumonia in neonates. A culture of the organism is the most sensitive and specific means for detecting C. trachomatis in the genital tract, yet this procedure is available only in specialized centers and universities. Establishment of a chlamydia laboratory as part of a clinic for sexually transmitted diseases (STD) requires major technical and financial resources. Technical resources include the expertise of technicians as well as specialized equipment, glassware, and reagents. The current (August, 1981) minimal cost of performing a chlamydial culture is estimated to be $14.69.